Being Successful on One’s Own Terms

Success exists in many different fields. As a principal of aschool, |
have to think of success through the perspective of my students —
whatthey need, wherethey’re goingin life, and the bestway for
them to get to that point. | rely on my natural ability to teach,
explain, and develop rapport with students and families. | use the
datathatlhave gathered andthe experiencelhave gainedfrom
workingwith counselors,administrators,andteachers. Inother
words, | choose to work in afield that caters to my strengths.

On the other hand, you wouldn’t see me running for office

duringthis electioncycle. | don’thave abackground in political
science or law, and | am not a person with atemperament that
would thrive in the political arena. It's not to say that a political
careerisn’tindicative of success—butI’'mnotgoingtopursueit.

I's not successful on my terms.

Youcannotfindacademicsuccessonyour way uptohigher educationwithout definingwhatyourown
terms will be. Here is are three steps you can take:

Defining “What”: Whatam I pursuing? Whatare mygoals?
Some of our students answer this question by startinga
capstoneproject, pursuinganinternship, orshapingtheir
course of study to match the trajectory of theirmajor. You
needtochooseatargetfirstsothatyouhave somethingto
aim for.

Don’tknowwhatto pick? Take thisasahintthatyouneed
toexplore. It's often avery humbling steptotake, butmany
studentsdon’trealize thatthere are lots of possibilities out
there that they would end up loving — but they don’tlove it
because they don’tactually know anything aboutit. You
needtohave awarenessfirstbeforeyouhavethelove,and
sometimes lose sight of that.
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Define “How”: How will | hitmytarget? What are the doors that |
need opened? One of our first students at Legend College Prep had
an immensely difficult time with her academics. She knew she
wantedto pursuebusiness, buthadtostruggle throughlanguage
barriersandmath coursesthatcouldmatchherpace. Thisstudent
neededtolearn howto succeedin classes with good results, and AP
classes to show that she was a serious candidate. With dedication,
she was able to gofrom beingalow-achieving studentto being a
student in UCLA.

Anotherstudentwe have hadrecentlyisaverymotivated 9" grader
whohasapassionforsciences, particularlyin Biology. He’'sbeen
ready for AP Biology even during 8™ grade because of his self-study
and past science competitions. He had barriers to overcome —not by
hisownmaking, butinsystemicissueswherehecouldn’ttake AP’s
atsuch ayoung age. Moreover, because he wants to pursue a future
inbiotechandwantstogetinternshipsassoonashecan,heneeds
totake AP classesearly AND quickly. That’'s something hisschool
wouldn’tlethimdo. (And that’'swhere Legend steppedinto help.)

Iwantyouto seethatobstaclescomeupevenforhigh-achievers.
You have to carve a path to get to where you wantto go. Do not
assumethatthe defaultpath thateveryone elseistakingin public
schoolwilldothattaskforyou. Youneedtobe proactive, speakup,
and ask questions so you can get the help you need.

Define “Why”: Lastly, youneedto be able to express why you love whatyou ~) l X
love. Whateveryourachievements, you musttellastory out of itthat makesyou
acharacter that colleges and universities can relate to and understand. Show that ‘ /
you took the right classes. Show that your activities make you a serious
candidate. Thisisthe difference between atheoretically good studentand a
proven, passionate youngperson.

Start this skilltoday. It comesin handy during college and beyond.
Contact us: Office@LegendCP.com
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